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Resolution #6 

 
Resolution to Amend Section 224 of the New York State County Law 

to Clarify Counties May Appropriate Funds Towards the 
Development, Maintenance, or Management of Affordable Housing 

 
WHEREAS, Section 224 of the New York State County Law provides the option 

for a county to appropriate and contract for public benefit services, and specifically 

to contract with non-profit organizations and other corporations, associations and 

agencies within the county for the purposes listed in Section 224; and 

 
WHEREAS, the list of objects and purposes for these optional appropriations 

and contracts for public benefit services does not explicitly include the 

development, maintenance, or management of affordable housing; and 

 
WHEREAS, counties in the state of New York are permitted to spend Federal and 

state funds provided to them for the purposes of developing, maintaining, or 

managing affordable housing and to contract with other organizations to carry out 

these purposes; and 

 
WHEREAS, some counties have found due to their specific resident needs and 

demographics, the federal and state governments offer an inadequate supply of 

funding towards affordable housing; and 

 
WHEREAS, an adequate supply of affordable housing that is well maintained 

and managed is important to positively impact the health, safety, and well-being 

of many individuals and families throughout the state of New York. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 

Counties (NYSAC) hereby calls on the Governor and State Legislature to amend Section 

224 of the New York State County Law to clarify that Tompkins County may have the 

option to use their own funds if they seek to add to the federal and state funding for 

affordable housing; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 

member counties for their consideration; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution 

to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, and all others 

deemed necessary. 


